
3/11/24, 4:47 PM Colt Combat Commander - Texas Ranger Hall of Fame and Museum

https://www.texasranger.org/texas-ranger-museum/museum-collections/firearms/colt-combat-commander/ 1/3

About our Collections

Artifacts 

Exhibits by Gallery

Frequently Asked Questions

Who Owns the Collection?

Donating to the Museum

What the Museum Collects

Collections Maintenance

Museum Treasures

Badges

Firearms

Fine Art

Other Artifacts

Search the Collections

Guess the Artifact

Guess the Artifact Answers

Homer Garrison Gallery

Ida Morris Gallery

Joe Troy Brownfield Gallery

Henry J.N. Taub Hall

Hall of Fame

Pop Culture Gallery

Distinguished Service Exhibit

Buying Ranger Antiques

Home » Texas Ranger Museum » Artifacts & Exhibits » Firearms » Colt Combat Commander

 Search

 English

https://www.texasranger.org/texas-ranger-museum/museum-collections/ownership/
https://www.texasranger.org/texas-ranger-museum/museum-collections/donating/
https://www.texasranger.org/texas-ranger-museum/museum-collections/what-we-collect/
https://www.texasranger.org/texas-ranger-museum/museum-collections/collections-maintenance/
https://www.texasranger.org/texas-ranger-museum/museum-collections/museum-treasures/
https://www.texasranger.org/texas-ranger-museum/museum-collections/badges/
https://www.texasranger.org/texas-ranger-museum/museum-collections/firearms/
https://www.texasranger.org/texas-ranger-museum/museum-collections/fine-art/
https://www.texasranger.org/texas-ranger-museum/museum-collections/other-artifacts/
https://www.texasranger.org/texas-ranger-museum/search-the-collections/
https://www.texasranger.org/texas-ranger-museum/education/guess-the-artifact/
https://www.texasranger.org/texas-ranger-museum/education/guess-the-artifact-answers/
https://www.texasranger.org/texas-ranger-museum/museum-collections/homer-garrison-gallery/
https://www.texasranger.org/texas-ranger-museum/museum-collections/ida-morris-gallery/
https://www.texasranger.org/?page_id=2146&preview=true
https://www.texasranger.org/texas-ranger-museum/museum-collections/henry-j-n-taub-hall/
https://www.texasranger.org/texas-ranger-museum/museum-collections/hall-of-fame/
https://www.texasranger.org/texas-ranger-museum/museum-collections/pop-culture-gallery/
https://www.texasranger.org/texas-ranger-museum/museum-collections/distinguished-service-exhibit/
https://www.texasranger.org/texas-ranger-museum/museum-collections/before-you-buy-texas-ranger-antiques/
https://www.texasranger.org/
https://www.texasranger.org/
https://www.texasranger.org/texas-ranger-museum/museum-collections/
https://www.texasranger.org/texas-ranger-museum/museum-collections/firearms/
https://www.texasranger.org/
https://www.texasranger.org/


3/11/24, 4:47 PM Colt Combat Commander - Texas Ranger Hall of Fame and Museum

https://www.texasranger.org/texas-ranger-museum/museum-collections/firearms/colt-combat-commander/ 2/3

Fake Texas Ranger Badges

Colt Commander Model

Colt Commander Automatic Pistols

Gift of Mrs. Clyde Decker and Gift of Gerth Family / Catalog# 0904 & 2000.030.002

The Colt Commander Model was first produced in 1949 as a lightweight variation of the popular Colt Model
1911 automatic pistol. It was produced in a new aluminum alloy that made it significantly lighter than the
typical all-steel construction. In 1970 an all-steel version appeared, known as the Combat Commander. The
Commander Model was produced in 3 different calibers, and sold well as the "Lightweight Colt Auto".

The Commander Model 38 Super pistol on the left includes the standard blued finish and checkered wood
grips. It was given to the museum by Mrs. Clyde Decker in honor of Sheriff Bill Decker and offers an early
example of the standard Commander. The Combat Commander 45 ACP pistol on the right includes a nickel
engraved finish and custom silver grips. It was carried by Texas Ranger Sgt. William R. Gerth during his
Ranger service from 1975-1993. Sgt. Gerth was awarded the DPS Medal of Valor in 1983, and served in
Company C his entire career.

For more information on this artifact, click the article link below:
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Open 7 Days a Week
Texas Ranger Hall of Fame and Museum

100 Texas Ranger Trail

Waco, TX 76706

(254) 750-8631

info@texasranger.org

9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.
Last guest admitted at 4:30 p.m.

Interstate 35 at Southbound (from Dallas) Exit 335C

or Northbound (from Austin) Exit 334B in

Waco, Texas, midway between Dallas/Fort Worth

and Austin.
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